INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

he uses them correctly if he can, or uses their misfonned
representatives correctly. The injury here lies mainly
within or beneath the central convolutions bordering the
Rolandic fissure.1 The syntactical patient talks jargon.
He hurries on in the hope of something being understood.
He can understand what he reads provided he does not
attempt to formulate it in words. The lesion here is in the
temporal lobe. Lesions in the parietal lobe seem to lead
either to the nominal or to the semantic form of interference
with symbolic formulation and expression, the lesion tending
to be somewhat farther back in the case of nominal aphasia.
In semantic aphasia the patient may to casual observation
appear to be normal: but he has difficulty in following or
retaining the general drift of an argument. In nominal
aphasia his difficulty is in naming, and he often talks round
some idea which he is unable to name.

" The processes which underlie the act of speech," says
Head, " run through the nervous system like a prairie fire
from bush to bush; remove all inflammable material at
any one point and the fire stops. So, when a break occurs
in the functional chain, orderly speech becomes impossible,
because the basic physiological processes which subserve
it have been disturbed. The site of such a breach of
continuity is not a * centre for speech/ but solely a place
where it can be interrupted or changed."

1 Brain, 1923, passim.
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